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Note

At 11.40 local time on 31 August 2003 a group of about 20 Fraser’s dolphin (Lagenodelphis hosei) was observed (by P.L. and G.T.) about five miles SW from Isla de Sao Nicolau (16º33,1N; 024º27,7W), Cape Verde Republic. The sighting was made from the 39,6 meter-long diesel engine oceanographic research vessel Taliarte, in excellent weather conditions (sea state Beaufort 2 and sun) on a day of a two-week cetacean sighting survey conducted in the area as part of an Interreg III B project (HYDROCARPO). The species was identified by its approximately 2,5 meters of length, short beak, robust body, small dorsal and pectoral fins and the characteristic longitudinal striping pattern (Leatherwood et al. 1983, Carwardine 1995). The group was travelling from W to E, but when the vessel changed bearing in order to get closer to the animals, they suddenly changed course as well to accompany the boat for bow-riding. During the 15 minutes of interaction, several juveniles were observed. The water depth in the area of the sighting was 500 m according to the 1: 500.000 Spanish Navigation Chart No. 366. In the one mile vicinity of this herd, a group of about 15 Short-finned pilot whales (Globicephala macrorhynchus) was seen resting and socializing. 

The Fraser's dolphin is distributed world-wide in tropical waters (Perrin et al. 1994), the distribution of this species however is poorly known. Most of the records originate from the tropical Pacific and Indian Oceans (Leatherwood et al. 1983), and their distribution estimate in the tropical Atlantic is based only on a few sightings or strandings: from the Caribbean region (e.g. Mignucci-Giannoni et al. 1999), recently from Venezuela (Bolaños and Villarroel-Marín 2003) and from the Canary Islands (eg. Vonk and Martel 1990). To our best knowledge this is the first record of the species for the area of the Cape Verde Republic.  From the neighboring waters off Western Africa the species has been described only very recently from the carcass of a stranded specimen in Senegal (Van Waerebeek et al. 2000).

As this area is quite poorly studied, further species for its fauna are likely to arise.
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